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Furthermore, the right of free disposal of inherited
property is again strongly conditioned by the religous
and ethical belief of ancestor worship. Thus we
must study the obligation of the young towards their
parents in connection with the problem of inheritance.

5. OBLIGATION OF THE YOUNG

To begin with, in a childless family, the adults them-
selves will collect grass for the sheep. But when a
child is born and able to work, they are relieved of this
work. In rice growing, a boy will assist first in trans-
planting young shoots and in irrigation. As the boy
grows older, he works side by side with his father and
eventually undertakes more work than his father, even
before he gets married. A girl will assist her mother
in the daily household work and in the silk industry.
When their contribution to the family exceeds their
own consumption, they begin to support their parents,
although their share is not apparent owing to the
collective economy.

The problem of equality between parents and chil-
dren in economic contribution does not arise, but it
does arise between siblings. I was acquainted with
one case of a man who did not work at all on the land
but was supported by his brother. He prevented his
younger brother from marrying in order to continue
his parasitic way of living. He was severely criticized
by the community. Public opinion has forced him
to arrange a marriage for his younger brother which
would be followed by a division of Chia, but it had not
taken place before I left the village. The accepted
idea is this, that since one owes a debt to one's parents
in childhood and receives property from them, it is
one's duty to work for them, but not for one's brother.